
Embodied Meaning
Appreciate the relational, reflexive capacity 
of actions within an embodied experience to 
constitute meaning and affective response. 
This attitude helps promote felt human 
life as a method of achieving enhanced 
relationships with technology. 

Sensory Awareness
Integrate multi-sensory modes within 
e-textiles and engage people in active, 
exploratory bodily actions. Recognise 
the stages of experience around physical 
features, performance, appeal, curiosity, 
absorption and reflection. 

Context & Personal Appropriation
Motivate experiences with textile 
systems that can inspire appropriation, 
personalisation and meaningful behaviour 
for people during ordinary, everyday 
situations relevant to their own lives.

Shared Construction
Facilitate opportunities for practitioners to 
engage in collaborative working with access 
to shared spaces. Become familiar with 
material form and the processes involved 
in calibrating and refining the performance 
of worked materials in a live, dynamic 
interplay. 

Reflection and Evaluation
Value individual competences within 
collaborative projects to support knowledge 
creation and learning opportunities for 
different people. Guide dialogue, reflection 
and evaluation methods to benefit 
cooperative production processes and 
thinking around e-textiles.

Interdisciplinary Knowledge
Observe and be sensitive to power relations 
and the differing roles that might emerge 
out of, or be unconsciously imposed on a 
collaborative project. In particular ensure 
that all parties have equal access to the 
knowledge and insights created.

Material Qualities & Combinations
Learn your chosen materials, their 
properties and possibilities as you shape 
interaction aesthetics and refine methods 
of physical and digital integration. Become 
familiar with how to design materials to 
act together to support emerging forms of 
behaviour.  

Affordances for Action
Recognise the potential for material to  
exhibit agency and for combined materials 
to inspire bodily action and behaviour. 
Consider the dynamic nature of affordances 
for action that go beyond material form 
to offer new possibilities for how we 
communicate and relate to one another.

Open Processes
To support material discovery and 
experimentation be curious, exploratory 
and adopt open, impulse-led processes. 
A craft centred approach does not define 
contexts of use too closely to leave space 
for adaption, participant appropriation and 
personalised experiences to emerge.

A Framework for Crafting E-textiles

The Recommendations for Practice

• The framework consists of three intersecting 
categories and nine sub-categories that 
correspond with the recommendations  
described below.

• The central theme ‘lively experiences’  
indicates the value that can arise from  
intersecting themes. Lively experiences  
proposes a decisive role for e-textiles to  
extend our sensoriral, perceptive and  
embodied awareness.

• The framework and recommendations offer 
a material investigation into technology 
and recommend craft methods to guide the  
conception and construction of e-textiles. 

• Crafting e-textiles involves manipulating 
material properties to support meaningful 
correspondence between physical,  
electronic and digital forms.             
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